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i¢s would qui her les and.) 
odas from ”, eu tnd na ke: fic Be s, al a 
he Tartar and his herds, would cease to ex- 
n adventurers. 


ifuted ture as are the Rus- 

a “evidently nor a rather for a 
ah pot poorly for a settled 

H don ; for in regions whe e 
Lgea- oni there i ut little o 
aris: ae man to any particular spot. The Russiaa 
eel a t, however, in a spirit of Sh per vers not 

Try gorse mene are which public opi- 
ex ile fy ie ence, appears to have 
€ (off eee d to jealt the I ak of converting the no- 
rted into spied Sariculianais, and the 
elf into one vast gornGeld, ane and 
an colonists have been tempted, by the 
f rs  pespeey. Petpileges, to. establish . them- 

yt S parts of the country, in. the 

thi saree ot a done, ae tise ope 
pended in the air, haying the a heir roving habits, Where 


| he ative 
Lard TAG. lie bare ted. in: the vicinit of 
of ’ e plan has been attended with J 
greigners ag discover the 
e ot the gen portion as 
heir means in rely. il i ie t their 
mig cova) dhe “he ase of flocks vide herds, 
e amount of which. constiiutes. the 
on which wealth i is estimated 
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waterfall, formed originally, no doubt, by the ter- 
race that bovods the sea; but in proportion as the 
Water wore away ac hanael for itself, the water- 
fall gradually receded, s Sa in the course of ages, 
made its way farther and farther into the interior 
of the country. In some instances this gradual 
ion Of the Waterfaltor termination of the 
tiver-bed, is’ Sufficiently. rapi id 10 be noticed dy the 
inhabitants ‘wha treqdeatty I ged 10 be able to 
determine the’ avetage’ ni iber of feet which a 
ravide worksits w hegprcte ‘Year by year. 

The elevation ofthe ground, being so nearly 
alike throughout ‘the, hile of the steppe, the ra- 
vines formed by the actign of the rain-water are 
of nearly eqdal depth it every hau of the country. 
They are’ séldvin Jess than a hundred feet deep, 
and ‘seldofi exceed a hundied and fifty.’ These 
ravines, or oleh, with the’: tateral | ‘branches 
on each - ‘theit edges «re at all times. ex- 
prey ‘offer to the traveller, as well as 
to’ the h fede riving his lowing and bleating 
charge across the ‘plain, an impassable barrier, to 
avoid which itis often nécessary to go round for 
many miles. The consequence is, ihat several 
roads or track# ‘are ‘always sure 10) meet at the 
endl a vuipolotsh, which: thus becow-s a spot 
of some importance is oe out the surrounding 
country. ‘In winter, the ravine ‘is usually filled 
by the drifting enow, and is then extremely dan- 
gérous ‘to any otfe not’ well acquaidtes with the 
country.’ Memand catileare at ‘that season often 
buried inthe snow-drifts; and their fate is ascer- 
tained only when the: melting of the snow leaves 
thelr: bodies exposed at the foovof the precipice. 

Theabove description does not; of course, apply 
to the larger rivers’ that’ aré supplied with water 
throughout the year. ‘Phe banks of these are less 
abrupt, but their elevation, though more gradual, 
is about.the same, being seldom tess than a fitn- 
dredy nor more than:a hundred and fifty, feet ever 
the level of the water. The beds of these large 
rivers are im/genecak remarkably broad, aud are 
almost.always fringed with a belt of reeds, six-or 
eight feet high; shat forms an excellent cover tor 
every description of water-fowl. 

hile, the:action of the rain is exercising so 
powerful an influence ia the: interior, the sea, as 
may easily. be supposed, is not idie on the coast. 
A very remarkable characteristic of the Black Sea 
is, that at the mouth of every river, a large lake 
is, gradually formed by the action of the sea. If 
any, of our:readers will take up'a map of the Black 
y they: will perceive a) Jake of some extent 
laid down at:the mouth ofialmost every river, and 
some.of. these lakes, it will be:seen, are marked 
as unconnected withthe sea. These lakes are 
kaown along the coast by the name ‘of liman. 
These. limans; Mr. Kohl: supposes to have been 
formed) by.the/ action of the sea driven into: the 
mouth ‘of the river by the vielence of the prevail- 
ing: storms, and constantly undermining the ter- 
race of the overhanging steppe. During tranquil 
Weather, aa opposite aekion is going on. The 


, Tivers, as we have above said, are always turbid 


with the soil of: the Steppe; ‘and their’ water, ar- 
rested'in its course Ly the'tideless sea, deposits 
its’ accent in. front’ of ie liman;' twhere a low 
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strip of land is gradually formed. This Bal sho 
mound, by which dee liman i Ae in for 


procectedags point aie espe ot foo 
sea, is ¢ 

water Langit LIES ES ver is ce hte 

the perissip is never complete, bet is broken xy 
an aperture called a gheeri, that forms ajc 
nication between the liman and the sea. 

limans, however, are fed by streams that bring 
down so feeble a volume of wpterthas he Pee 
evaporation is sufficient to carry Se 
surplus, and the perissip in such cases becomes 
petfect, forming a barrier that ter ergene | cuts off 
all communication between the tiver and the sea. 
Limaos sv circumstanced exercise a baneful in- 
fluence upon the country, in copsequence of the 
offensive effluvia that arise from the stagnant wa- 
ter in summer. ‘All the inhabitants of a village, 
we are assured, have fallen sick in a single night, 
when the wind has happened to blow upon them 
from ove of these puttid lakes. 


Occasionally, in passing aver the steppe, the 
traveller spopenires a slight depression of the sur- 
face, ag if a mighty giant had laid his hand upon 
the plain pad pressed it down. Jn such natural 
basing, called sfapoks by the natives, the rain,col- 
leets, and though the soil soon absorbs. the water, 
the place generally retains, some moisture. 
after the rest of the country hag been parched | op 
by the summer heats, The stavok, Hoek mye ae 
be supposed, is, at such. a time, an. obj 
trifling im seapee aie to the herdsman, ‘and is care- 
fully guarded against the intrusion of strangers. 

A beifer prevails upon the steppe, that the ‘Seok 
are holes formed by the ancient olians, who 
dug. out the earth to,form their.t i, but there 
is no good reason. to. suppose thatthe dep pressjon 
has originated otherwise than by a alte t sinking. 
of the subjacent strata, 

The climate of the steppes is,one-of extremes. 
In summer, the beat is as jojense a¢the cold. is 
severe in winter, Inbal of the Black Sea ex- 
ercising apparently, but little influeace in temper- 
ing the atmos a This,is accounted for by the 
abrupt rise of the coast, which. arcesta; the sfrata: 
of air immediately above. the sur face-of the water, 
and leaves a free coyrse ogly ta Angee ions of 
the air that fly at. a. higher. level. The: steppe 
therefore bas, usually, am arctic, winter, and a tro~ 
pical summer, and enjoys, oply during spring and 
autump, sbort intervals.of, that moderate: tempe- 
rature to. which, its, a peat tp a gs, in, she 
temperate zone, would appear.,to entitle. ' 

The core or substance ofthe long. sawing 
steppe is forttied by the three moaths-of December, 
and February, duriog:-which al the ener- 
gies of nature appear sunk in ab-unbrokew sleep: 
but though unbroken, it.is by no means a quiet’ 
sleep that Dame Nature is allowed:to enjoy dar 
ing this period of. the. year; for the ‘snuw statais 
are of frequent oceorrence, and: so-excessively 
violent, that even the most veterans of 
the steppe stand in awe of them, ~ The Russigns 


distinguish these snow-¢tonms. into three separate 


classes. » A storar during which the tele 
falls from the clouds is edlled a myatty 
that raises the snow from the grout 

it ia large masses’ before the: wind, is called’ 
zamet; but. the storm whieh combines. the ¢harac-" 
ters of both: the and = goes by the 
name of a viuge, te deed readed foe against which 


all hasten te a shelter. A zamiét is“not-with- | 


out its beauties when contemplated from the suai- 
mit of a.tamulus or from some othet accidental’ 
elevation; the sua:.may ‘then be seen shiaing 
brilliantly overhead, its tays reflected by: soya 
of icy crystals floating ia the air below 8 
traveller, however,. does not happen. to look: 
down upon rage ob the contrary is closely eul- 


tivating its. etquaimtence, the’ zamet: has few 
charms aod js not fghoatiyat by: danger, ‘Every 
road or track is frequently alrogether efiaeed the 


ravines are filled up, and cases even. occur where 
men and cattle are suddenly caught by a drift of 
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closely housed at the vation whie 
to have reached. 
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Tn the winter between | 

muin_ height of the thamonstat” 
was—1l0° Ra Sons times it 
(32° below ‘hb of Fah i 
tare, at which ia St ‘St. Petersbor 
te g lose churches and theatres. ~ 
cordingly ss ab in, all the: severity” 
Rossan winter, t enjoys few of the adv 
which to the porthern Russian go far to 
the intensity of the cold. In, era 
and even io the Ukraine, the snow rema 
gonad during ‘the What) of the: 


only for trave 


hea eavy 
de-tizen pA, we Lay 
known. ‘The 


vt Ta deve e, the 5 
«basa to fa 
ue fod 

is conver 
very ravine | the dicilest 
grerr raving We 


ings of men the ac 
at once exposed to. 


10 beat ahi dhs 
stot 0 ae Mee eR Y 





tow—30° | 
hs ee eee ——— 
sabes atheist tar 4 ca’ the tease 
m ar se ee cin cle, there 


1 aera 


reg h ds age iu a ‘Tot ibe 





eit. 
spat me 


ces |e 
vm 
re 


e slepp 
tpt Gott 
~ ay 











they happen gary Sp dy Sy pp 


ot eemens Fm 


PCarparhis of Mongolia he will 


severest seasons known | not once be Sai Ege a 
iad eed Seika ee | 


rassean y "Nor = 


specimens reared by a 


“og 19 give eas rinnaag | 
Phy Spat ap che aie Sobers 
eee ae en toa 


wy ‘dom. 4 


era 
The Resale 


i be roe, " 











. 

a ay 
t . 4 te 

———4 — i _ RD oe = w ORACSD BBs < Aenea ir en tin 

















































































f the red.each .other... The following descripti wat fucoeeie ace wh pdictic coxered with them as far as 
rider given. e- witness ims ’ ty of ever sock .Ther ace mentir white, ‘oe 
reely re, 8M é 'S moroieg a 
+ sag t secur bee rary fe of supe dancing 
i ! Puy ppair-dar. bans generally destroys 
Cir- ds. nov them, but the following might often produces a 
will rp awey, Wem ste cntend snliet.of she bor 
miet ‘list of 6 tanical.. the. steppe much farther, 
rass, he ndeed, of fi pus ae eared whole, a variety of plants that 
‘this ? itand acrid 6 vast grazing, land of pe Tartars is 
‘em- : - | with us remail menhindtek ae weet be su d. Botanists, 
rath with a re | shoot up‘ into bushe 0 we ot reckon only five hundred species as 
. an smoke than dust. . Even. re | gardener ‘the hu: native to the steppe, and each species usually 
>fore most carefully tended | seldom ay oc grows.in | masses. For leagues together the 
nap; ickly look, Th lly rises . or beast than, tt traveller will see nothing but wormwood ; and, on 
t xuriant a. height, sc  peeped: national dish leaving so. bister a:specimen of vegetation, he will Ps 
“eg ya and cor first place amoung come 0 a tulip-bed, covering many thousands of | 
wig but little no acres ; and at the end of that, to.an equal extent ait 
ugh- which a thi: of wild migoionette, tu which cultivation has not, ee 
e is, Russia, where it no however, imparted the delicious: perfume which ; 
here form and size ot a: chen senanuseente it to the horticulturist of more eivil- 


te branche 2 For days tcgether, the. L 
iy pte gt ys tcgether, the drosky will 


rs the — description of coarse 
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ty.to burian | grasa, ongain upon, but on which thd ry 
: 00 to} sheep thrive. Pe aduaitebiy, aod. which is said to give a 
the frm a 3 to Tartar mutton a delicioas : perpet that the tra- bi 

ws veeetrir meh «om veled.. <ppicare. Pa ag Jooks for in the gorgeous i: 

: ac- wore description of frrnr in very ising eB or in that joint-stock associa+ 

80 i from dhe el it bad odour in, the ro his Won Jaxary, a London club. 

a Sse cer by th te aralie naten wind-wit Big person a heetagy the steppe manitesis 

nie is a worthless in letenmee presu By samp to invade 

> its so hey Sghing rhienale nap seal the formation: of. at his plough. The disturbed soil immedi- 

atly submit to any cont pa ee Toawrdan in differeat | that shoot oat in: eve sisty, shoots. forth every: variety, of burian, against , 
eon directions in seareh of water. Straggling horses prune cry gh ge ay a sa whieh the farmer must exert unceasing vigilance, a 
nto l this plant, is Se oe or else farewell to the hope of a productive har- PS 


were ery nee, sa sina setens Wwonin fee -gvemda the Page come vest. , If the,same Jand is afterwards left fallow, 


p the ray. earcl 
of ng, thirst,” | no animal,.w , the burian takes possession of the field, and riot 
ae fraps, tote burning pe is | to the height re aa sn ie root fers few yeare in andisturbéd luxuriance. A 
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is 
or le then goes cn for.some years longer be- 
' tween, jhe weeds and the graes; bat the latter, 
sirange to. say, in almost every instance, triamphs 
in she end, and a beautifel pasturergrouad suc- 

$ Which .goes.on imptoving from year. to 
yeer, till it attains, its highest degree of perfection. 
A.:veaetion then ensues. A species of coarse 
grass; knowp by botanists under the name of 


«Sais 


from, the apt and it 
there is Eats ; 
trees and flowering shrobs is ecrtain to ite How 


arogad; but ja the, even the ine 
ig pacha 0K sot ronda ere the 


iuectose stipa, prangda,. takes possession of the grouad, 
are se en peop whieh; it.covers with its hard .and woody siems, 
vet =f Tagine might | Th till the farmer, , taking advantage of the first ae 







bite to moisten its i wi ples: rt ip ay clears away the whole planta- 
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In August, :the dryness of “atmosphere ° s Known among them, they. etoit. 
reaches the.extreme. paint ; sm eidulspae end wd oubt though i Teg tong’ “the Soran age steppe is on i pine 9 of 
the: fae tAshaunted recesse: ig. tow it :is ever subjected, a is 
aa theiapaeitte ae, ty’ Toliowed ro a ge "The bid aces: ‘with ek einen Bn in the spring, ao order that @ 
d leaden dusky sky becieaie - and blue again, has enli “ata iNeep wh dd modunta eab, erp, of grass may icoinediotely rise, likeya 
and every: reminds. at, at sheidelights of pearly ingle ut ind-wit ape cas ope. young Babel from the ashes. This department of 
automm \are a a ot Sometimes they Pelde hike | Tartar husbandry is usually managed with much 
is aa sh ig, and he de a herd of deer: some  déser e citcles | caution, and the co ion rarely extends be- 
aie blasl dig the ee down ;by in the. Fae inet tolling’ madly ‘over one | yond the limits intended 10 be assigned to it ; but 
pans eee poi Be led another; e . hon ioe sometimes’ a arises by accident, or in conse- 









jo pat a a rgearine A. the air, as th 


d | take ims 
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quence of a: malicious.a¢t:of jncendiarism, and 
then the “devouring,element,”.as,our newspa- 
| pers call it, tages farand wide, swesping slong 














aban gs nia | for bas reds of leagues, destroying. cattle an 4 
moo } cora- og and consuming noton ,. gle houses, o 
into one | but whole villa ages 8 its,way. These fires are 
St hase game bs more rable agerous, in summer, owing to $F 
tin of theeh arp. pes the inflammable, condition, at that_seasoa, of ‘ 
| with this" silt re the witeh’s: ee almost every. deseription of; herbage. The flaming : 


ns, for | who fares Karate he ms at | torrent advances then with. irresistible force, 




















distinguished ber‘while ashore, towering up.among hic lofty, thistles, oradvanein 
As next in among ihe. burian =e with a reais snakelike 0 throu the patting y 
aber, | the bitter wormivood avast not be ed grass, Not even the wiod ne ight & arrest } 
ne | ft grows to the height of six'feet, and so rong - its destructive course, for a fire ind will ii 
; . pe ve CTA the walt and bet will net disdain} go steaming jn the rery: teeth B if oy: the wind, now 
ite the milk and butter then. | slowly and then rete y; according to the mature 








betomes 
, tod sémetinies: particles of ‘ibe | of the fuel that supplies its:forees. At times the 4 
wor adhere to the wheat, in which case | invader finds himsel! compressed between ravines, } 
th ames of the plaatis certain fo:beiim-| and appears:to have! spent his strength, but a few 
bread. burning. particles blown across bya gust of wind 
PPowonows hr are but little-known if the Ha-| enable hig ;o- niake’ goed :bis position on new 
but7in those: of Asia /therejisia | ground, and he loges  no»time in avaiting hinself 
: of vsnoinous fungi, which spring | of tle h ogee ee “A wellrbeaten road, a ravine, 
=n in pore in-euch quantities: that at timies\the ' or a piece of suak ground in which some remnant 
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of moisturé has kept’ the grass green, ate iate’ the | 
points of which advantage must be taken if the 
enemny’s advance is to be stopped. At such places, 
accordingly, the sheptierds and herdsme 
themselves. Trenches ate hastily dag, the fing 
particles ate carefally extlsigiibtied as ‘they fal 
and sometimes the attempt to stop the course 
such a conflagration ’is attended ‘with success. 
Often, however,’ the attempt fails; aad the ‘des- 
pairing husbandmem ‘sée ‘ope wheat-field ‘after 
another in a blaze, ‘theit @wellings ‘reduced to 
ashes, and the affrighted cattle’ scouring’ away 
over the plain before the advancing volumes of 
smoke. 

The course of one of these steppetisireate often 
most capricious. It will Jeave’a tract of country 
oninjured, and travel on for eight or ten days into 
the interior, and the farmer whose land hes teen 
left antouched, will begin to flatter himself with 
the belief that his corn and ‘his cattleare'safe; but 
all at once the’ foe returhs with tenewed vigour; 
and the scattered farmi-houses, with the’ ri of 
hay and corn grouped in disorder around,’ fall’ a 

rey to the remorseless destroyer. »' The farmer 

Ldirenee, is not without his consolation on these 
occasions. The ashes of the herbage form an’ ex- 
cellent manure for he ground, and the next erops 
invariably repay a'portion of his loss. Indeed, 86 
beneficial is the effect, ‘that many ‘of the large 
proprietors subject their land regularly every four 
or five yeats to the process of burning; bat this 
operation ia then performed with mech eaution, 
wide trenches being first dug ‘around the’ space 
within whieh it is intended that’ the fire should 
remain confined. 

‘fo the same: process likewise are subjected the 
forests of reeds by which all the rivers of the 
steppe are fringed, but this'is deemed so danger- 
ous, that the law imposes banishment to Siberia 
ns the penalty for the offence. Nevertheless. 
ihete are few places where the reeds are not 
regularly burnt away éach returni ring; at 
which season, during the night, the Doieper and 
Dniester appear to be converted into rivers of fire, 
There are two ‘motives: for setting’ ‘light ‘to the 
reeds, and these motives ate powerful en 
completely to neutralise the dread of Siberia ia 
the first place, the reeds serve as a cover'to multi- 
tudes of wolves, which, ‘when driven by the fire 
either into the water or into’ the in, are 


easily destroyed by their remorseless. enemies, the | 


shepherds and herdsmen. - "The second motive is, 
the my of obtaining @ better: ri ale you 
reeds, by destroying the old ones 


must be borne in mind, are of great’ Value‘in un | ee 


seppe, where, in'the absenee'of timber and stones, 
they form the chief matetial for building. 





THE AMERICAN EAGLE. 


BY CHARLES WEST THOMPSON. 
Breo of the heavens! whose matchless eye 
Aloue ean front the blaze of day, 
And, wandering through the radiant sky, 
- Neer frodi the sunlight turns away. 
Whose ample wing was made to rise 
Majestic o’er the loftiést peak, 
On whose chill top the winter skies 
Aroond thy nest, in tempests speak, 
What ranger of the Winds can dare, 
Proud mouatain king! with thee compare, 
Or lift his gaadier plumes on high’ 
Before'thy native m ajesty, 
When thou hast ta’e ‘seat alone, 
Upon thy cloud-encirch throne? 


Bird of the cliffs! thy noble forms 
Might welt-be thought almost divine; © 
‘Born for the thunder und the storm 
The mountain andthe rock are thine, 
And there, where néver foot has been,’ 
Thy eyry is sublimely bung, r 
Whete low’ring skies their wrath bein, 
And loudest lallabiés are sung 
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